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Table I: Five Levels of student participation in research

5 Student initiated, decisions shared with university staff

At level 5, students initiate the research themselves, they frame their own enquiry and
carry out the research, but all of this is done in consultation with university staff at a level
determined by the student. This allows the student to gain ongoing feedback when they
want it and allows them to develop a relationship with a university supervisor or mentor.
This work is usually carried out for individual final year research and the outputs can vary
according to the context, for example while students may be compelled to produce a
dissertation or thesis, the research could also be presented in alternative formats, for
example as research papers or through undergraduate research conferences.

4 Student initiated and directed

Level 4 may be a relatively unusual situation. Students here make the all decisions and do
not consult with university staff. Some maverick students adopt this approach to their
dissertation or final project and choose to work unsupervised. This lone worker model
may have produced more effective results if the student had received feedback during the
process.

3 Staff initiated, decisions shared with students

At level 3, staff frame the enquiry initially but students have a much greater role to play in
decision-making with respect to development of methods, reframing, determining courses
of action and taking responsibility for the outcomes and dissemination. An example is a
module where the tutor sets up a series of consultancy projects with local community
contacts for groups of students to work on. The tutor and community group may have
already established research agendas but the students have the flexibility to renegotiate
these if necessary. ‘Live projects’ would fall into this category.

2 Students are consulted and informed

At level 2, students are consulted and informed about the research. An example is where
students join an existing staff research project, perhaps as part of a summer scholarship
scheme. In some cases the results of this style of tutor directed research result in co-
authored papers and allow students to work as part of research teams. The research is
heavily directed but students may have the ability to influence the project and contribute to
its dissemination.

I Students are assigned but informed

At level |, students are assigned to research tasks, they are informed about the research
and why they are doing it. An example of this level, frequently adopted as an initiation into
the laboratory-based sciences, is where students carry out routine research tasks,
following established methods. Level | is an important step in learning the methods of a
discipline and practising them. Level | activity does not imply a lack of reflection or
refinement on the part of the student, but ownership of the assignment remains with a staff
member. The staff member also controls the scope of the research dissemination.





